
 

The Graduate School of Dentistry at Osaka University seeks independent, self-motivated students who strive to 
acquire specialized expertise, and who seek to obtain the ability to make sound decisions as members of society, 
imaginative design skills that are applicable to collaborative work, and respect for other cultures as global citizens. 

Admission Policy  
In order to develop human resource as outlined in the Education Objectives, Osaka University admits students who 
acquired sufficient academic skills, clearly demonstrate basic academic knowledge, as well as sufficient specialty 
knowledge, demonstrate an independent desire to learn and strong motivation to identify problems and seek 
solutions on their own.  
To identify such students, various selection methods are used. 
Desired Applicants 
Following the admission policy of Osaka University, the Graduate School of Dentistry accepts those with inquisitive 
minds regarding the advanced sciences in the oral and maxillofacial fields, ranging from fundamental life science 
research to the development of cutting-edge diagnostic and treatment techniques, who are eager to become the 
next-generation leaders in dental research and clinical dentistry, and who possess the following qualities. 
 （1） Love dentistry and life science, and maintain a serious attitude and sense of mission towards clinical 
dentistry 
 （2）Possess the acumen and perseverance necessary to acquire the latest knowledge and learn cutting-edge 
techniques 
 （3）Are filled with motivation and curiosity, and have an expansive imagination 
 （4）Are highly independent with a strong sense of purpose and desire for self-improvement 
 （5）Actively seek to communicate on a global level 
 （6）Explore career paths to shape their own future 
 
Basic policy regarding the selection 
With the aim of accepting the resource described above and securing a diverse array of students, we shall conduct a 
special selection process in entrance examination for international students, in order to secure global diversity in terms 
of a learning environment for our students. 
Relationship between actual selection method and qualities and abilities 
In the special selection process for international students, the evaluation will place particular emphasis on 1 and 2. The 
candidate’s ability in relation to 5 will be assessed by the written examination (foreign language), and the ability in relation 
to (1), (2), (3), (4), and (6) will be assessed according to the personal statement and interview. 
 
  Curriculum Policy  
In line with the Curriculum Policies of Osaka University, the Graduate School of Dentistry gives research guidance to 
students under an educational program that is designed to help them acquire specialized skills, comprehensive 
viewpoints, multifaceted thinking, and an international mindset, and support them in preparing for various future career 
paths.  
 
< Principles of Curriculum Design >  
The curriculum of the Graduate School of Dentistry consists of: basic and special graduate lectures to acquire broad-based 
deep knowledge; a disease-specific problem-based-learning (PBL)-style dentistry education program to acquire advanced 
design prowess and problem-solving skills; Academic Major education subjects in core research fields to acquire 
outstanding academic expertise; and special subjects to acquire advanced broad-based knowledge and deep critical 
thinking, and an international mindset. The basic graduate lectures and special subjects and some of the special graduate 
lectures are taught in English to help students develop communication skills and global perspectives. Students are strongly 
recommended to study: Graduate Transdisciplinary subjects and International exchange subjects offered by Osaka 
University’s other organizations, and subjects offered under the Graduate Minor Program and Graduate Program for 
Advanced Interdisciplinary Studies to acquire advanced broad-based knowledge, deep critical thinking and an 
international mindset; and international exchange subjects to develop international competency by learning about world-



 

class research and interacting with foreign researchers through participation and presentation at international academic 
meetings.  
 
< Contents and Methods of Education >  
Basic graduate lectures are designed to help students acquire the basic knowledge necessary for specialized study of oral 
science. These lectures are taught in English, and thus double as Global Literacy education subjects.  
Special graduate lectures deal with various research themes, taught by renowned researchers, both Japanese and foreign. 
The disease-specific PBL-style dentistry education program is designed to study various interdisciplinary themes relating 
to oral science.  
Academic Major education subjects in respective core research fields consist of lectures, seminars, practical training 
sessions, and laboratory works.  
Special subjects are offered in a seminar style and designed to enhance the ability to make presentations on themes 
relating to life sciences in English.  
 
< Academic Performance Evaluation Method >  
The academic performance of students in lecture-based subjects is evaluated by assessing the level of achievement of 
learning goals specified in the syllabus based on reports or written examinations.  
The academic performance of students in subjects offered under the disease-specific PBL-style dentistry education 
program is evaluated by assessing the level of achievement of learning goals specified in the syllabus based on reports, 
written examinations or research presentations.  
The academic performance of students in seminar-, practical-training- and laboratory-work-based subjects is evaluated 
by assessing the level of achievement of learning goals specified in the syllabus based on reports, or research 
presentations.  
The doctoral thesis is prepared under research guidance and evaluated for sufficient academic value. 
 
The curriculum of the Graduate School of Dentistry is designed to guide students to study a wide range of disciplines 
centering on the core research field and help them develop the ability to address various problems that cannot be solved 
through the conventional life-science-based approach, from the perspective of oral science, and to acquire design prowess 
backed by cutting-edge advanced specialized knowledge, advanced broad-based knowledge and deep critical thinking, 
and an international mindset. 
 
 
  Diploma Policy  
Under the Diploma Policies of Osaka University, the Graduate School of Dentistry confers a Doctoral Degree in Philosophy 
in Dental Science on individuals specialized in the life science field relevant to oral science, subject to meeting the 
following objectives.  
 
Cutting-edge, advanced specialized knowledge and outstanding academic expertise  
Acquire cutting-edge, advanced specialized knowledge and skills in dental medicine and dental healthcare, and develop 
the ability to apply such knowledge and skills for problem-solving.  
Develop the ability to conduct original research in broader fields based on knowledge in oral science and deepen such 
research.  
 
Advanced broad-based knowledge and deep critical thinking  
Acquire broad-based deep knowledge and develop the ability to think from a comprehensive viewpoint and conduct a 
multi-angle evaluation.  
 
Sophisticated international mindset  



 

Develop the ability to bring up global problems in the field of dental medicine and dental healthcare and play a leading 
role in solving such problems internationally.  
Acquire communication skills and global perspectives to play a leading role internationally.  
 
Advanced design prowess  
Develop the ability to devise approaches to solutions to problems by combining various disciplines based on cutting-edge, 
advanced specialized knowledge, advanced broad-based knowledge and deep critical thinking, and an international 
mindset.  
 
Individual educational objectives  
Develop the ability to bring up various problems in life sciences from a distinctive perspective of oral science and work in 
collaboration with specialists in other fields for problem-solving.  
 
The Graduate School of Dentistry confers a Doctoral Degree in Philosophy in Dental Science on individuals who have: 
acquired design prowess backed by cutting-edge, advanced specialized knowledge, advanced broad-based knowledge 
and deep critical thinking, and an international mindset; and developed the ability to address various problems that 
cannot be solved through the conventional life-science-based approach, from the perspective of oral science 
 
 


